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section. The inspection shall include,
at a minimum, the parts and acces-
sories set forth in appendix G of this
subchapter.

NOTE: The term commercial motor vehicle
includes each vehicle in a combination vehi-
cle. For example, for a tractor semitrailer,
fulltrailer combination, the tractor,
semitrailer, and the fulltrailer (including the
converter dolly if so equipped) shall each be
inspected.

(b) Except as provided in § 396.23, a
motor carrier shall inspect or cause to
be inspected all motor vehicles subject
to its control.

(c) A motor carrier shall not use a
commercial motor vehicle unless each
component identified in appendix G has
passed an inspection in accordance
with the terms of this section at least
once during the preceding 12 months
and documentation of such inspection
is on the vehicle. The documentation
may be:

(1) The inspection report prepared in
accordance with paragraph 396.21(a), or

(2) Other forms of documentation,
based on the inspection report (e.g.,
sticker or decal), which contains the
following information:

(i) The date of inspection;
(ii) Name and address of the motor

carrier or other entity where the in-
spection report is maintained;

(iii) Information uniquely identifying
the vehicle inspected if not clearly
marked on the motor vehicle; and

(iv) A certification that the vehicle
has passed an inspection in accordance
with § 396.17.

(d) A motor carrier may perform the
required annual inspection for vehicles
under the carrier’s control which are
not subject to an inspection under
§ 396.23(b)(1).

(e) In lieu of the self inspection pro-
vided for in paragraph (d) of this sec-
tion, a motor carrier may choose to
have a commercial garage, fleet leasing
company, truck stop, or other similar
commercial business perform the in-
spection as its agent, provided that
business operates and maintains facili-
ties appropriate for commercial vehicle
inspections and it employs qualified in-
spectors, as required by § 396.19.

(f) Vehicles passing roadside or peri-
odic inspections performed under the
auspices of any State government or

equivalent jurisdiction or the FMCSA,
meeting the minimum standards con-
tained in appendix G of this sub-
chapter, will be considered to have met
the requirements of an annual inspec-
tion for a period of 12 months com-
mencing from the last day of the
month in which the inspection was per-
formed, except as provided in
§ 396.23(b)(1).

(g) It shall be the responsibility of
the motor carrier to ensure that all
parts and accessories not meeting the
minimum standards set forth in appen-
dix G to this subchapter are repaired
promptly.

(h) Failure to perform properly the
annual inspection set forth in this sec-
tion shall cause the motor carrier to be
subject to the penalty provisions pro-
vided by 49 U.S.C. 521(b).

[53 FR 49410, Dec. 7, 1988; 53 FR 49968, Dec. 12,
1988, as amended at 54 FR 50725, Dec. 8, 1989]

§ 396.19 Inspector qualifications.
(a) It shall be the motor carrier’s re-

sponsibility to ensure that the indi-
vidual(s) performing an annual inspec-
tion under § 396.17 (d) or (e) is qualified
as follows:

(1) Understands the inspection cri-
teria set forth in 49 CFR part 393 and
appendix G of this subchapter and can
identify defective components;

(2) Is knowledgeable of and has mas-
tered the methods, procedures, tools
and equipment used when performing
an inspection; and

(3) Is capable of performing an in-
spection by reason of experience, train-
ing, or both as follows:

(i) Successfully completed a State or
Federal-sponsored training program or
has a certificate from a State or Cana-
dian Province which qualifies the per-
son to perform commercial motor vehi-
cle safety inspections, or

(ii) Have a combination of training
and/or experience totaling at least 1
year. Such training and/or experience
may consist of:

(A) Participation in a truck manufac-
turer-sponsored training program or
similar commercial training program
designed to train students in truck op-
eration and maintenance;

(B) Experience as a mechanic or in-
spector in a motor carrier maintenance
program;
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(C) Experience as a mechanic or in-
spector in truck maintenance at a com-
mercial garage, fleet leasing company,
or similar facility; or

(D) Experience as a commercial vehi-
cle inspector for a State, Provincial or
Federal Government.

(b) Evidence of that individual’s
qualifications under this section shall
be retained by the motor carrier for
the period during which that individual
is performing annual motor vehicle
inpspections for the motor carrier, and
for one year thereafter. However,
motor carriers do not have to maintain
documentation of inspector qualifica-
tions for those inspections performed
either as part of a State periodic in-
spection program or at the roadside as
part of a random roadside inspection
program.

[53 FR 49410, Dec. 7, 1988; 53 FR 49968, Dec. 12,
1988]

§ 396.21 Periodic inspection record-
keeping requirements.

(a) The qualified inspector per-
forming the inspection shall prepare a
report which:

(1) Identifies the individual per-
forming the inspection;

(2) Identifies the motor carrier oper-
ating the vehicle;

(3) Identifies the date of the inspec-
tion;

(4) Identifies the vehicle inspected;
(5) Identifies the vehicle components

inspected and describes the results of
the inspection, including the identi-
fication of those components not meet-
ing the minimum standards set forth in
appendix G to this subchapter; and

(6) Certifies the accuracy and com-
pleteness of the inspection as com-
plying with all the requirements of this
section.

(b)(1) The original or a copy of the in-
spection report shall be retained by the
motor carrier or other entity who is re-
sponsible for the inspection for a period
of fourteen months from the date of
the inspection report. The original or a
copy of the inspection report shall be
retained where the vehicle is either
housed or maintained.

(2) The original or a copy of the in-
spection report shall be available for
inspection upon demand of an author-
ized Federal, State or local official.

(3) Exception. Where the motor car-
rier operating the commercial motor
vehicles did not perform the commer-
cial motor vehicle’s last annual inspec-
tion, the motor carrier shall be respon-
sible for obtaining the original or a
copy of the last annual inspection re-
port upon demand of an authorized
Federal, State, or local official.

[54 FR 50725, Dec. 8, 1989]

§ 396.23 Equivalent to periodic inspec-
tion.

(a) The motor carrier may meet the
requirements of § 396.17 through a State
or other jurisdiction’s roadside inspec-
tion program. The inspection must
have been performed during the pre-
ceding 12 months. In using the roadside
inspection, the motor carrier would
need to retain a copy of an annual in-
spection report showing that the in-
spection was performed in accordance
with the minimum periodic inspection
standards set forth in appendix G to
this subchapter. When accepting such
an inspection report, the motor carrier
must ensure that the report complies
with the requirements of § 396.21(a).

(b)(1) If a commercial motor vehicle
is subject to a mandatory State inspec-
tion program which is determined by
the Administrator to be as effective as
§ 396.17, the motor carrier shall meet
the requirement of § 396.17 through that
State’s inspection program. Commer-
cial motor vehicle inspections may be
conducted by State personnel, at State
authorized commercial facilities, or by
the motor carrier under the auspices of
a State authorized self-inspection pro-
gram.

(2) Should the FMCSA determine
that a State inspection program, in
whole or in part, is not as effective as
§ 396.17, the motor carrier must ensure
that the periodic inspection required
by § 396.17 is performed on all commer-
cial motor vehicles under its control in
a manner specified in § 396.17.

[53 FR 49410, Dec. 7, 1988; 53 FR 49968, Dec. 12,
1988, as amended at 60 FR 38749, July 28, 1995]

§ 396.25 Qualifications of brake inspec-
tors.

(a) The motor carrier shall ensure
that all inspections, maintenance, re-
pairs or service to the brakes of its
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